1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Why states devote such dramatically different amounts of their budgets to crime
Different states in the U.S receive a different budgetary allocation from the government with some receiving more money than others. For example, Virginia, West Virginia, and Kentucky are reported to receive the highest amount of government funding than other states in the United States (Kelly & William , 2016). As a result, it’s difficult for all states to allocate the same amount of money in the crime and justice system.
2. Should there be uniform national guidelines or recommendations that dictate how much money states should allocate for police, court, and corrections functions? 
Yes, guidelines should be developed to guide the budgetary allocation in police and corrections. This is so because the rates of crime and incarcerations are different from one state to another. Therefore, to ensure that each state can adequately deal with these rates of crime and incarceration, proper guidelines must be developed to guide the process.
3. one meaningful suggestion as to how politicization can be taken out of criminal justice policymaking and implementation
Politicization can be taken out of criminal justice policymaking and implementation by following due diligence and doing adequate consultation during the process of policymaking and implementation. This is so because following due diligence and doing adequate consultation will eliminate all the political issues that normally arise in the process of policymaking and implementation.
4. Given this magnitude of this problem, in your opinion, what can be done to help children of ex-convicts so that incarceration does not indirectly contribute to more crime.  
The best way to help these children is by the government fully sponsoring their education. This is so because, through education, these children will be able to realize that there are alternatives they can explore to make their lives better and not necessarily follow into the criminal footsteps of their parents.  Also, by sponsoring the education of these children, the government will offset the burden of educating these children from their parents.
5. Is it appropriate for ex-offenders to participate stakeholders in the development of criminal justice policy
Yes, ex-offenders should also be involved in the criminal justice policy. This is so because the ex-offenders understand the gaps in the existing policies that allowed them to commit a crime. Therefore, they will be able to provide new ideas for the modifications of these policies to fully prevent crime in the region.
6. What is one of its biggest weaknesses and how can this weakness be overcome?
One of the weaknesses of the system's improvement solution policy process is that it promotes mass incarceration and mandatory sentencing because there is no efficiency and accountability in the process (Mears & Daniel , 2017). Therefore, to ensure cost efficiency and accountability that will eliminate the aspect of mandatory sentencing and mass incarceration, there is a need to develop systematic and evidence-based policy change on the system’s focused view of criminal justice.
7. One additional aspect of the assigned reading for Week Six that you found to be of interest.
Another aspect that I found interesting in this chapter is the aspect of the components of criminal justice. Based on my analysis, there are three main components of criminal justice and they include law enforcement which mostly includes the police that enforce the law, the courts made of juries that decide on criminal cases and corrections where the criminals are incarcerated based on the hefty of their crimes.
8. Pose a critical thinking question to your peers
After going through the whole chapter, what aspects did you not understand that needs clarification?
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